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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
TORPOINT, 
CORNWALL. 


TO  THE  CHAIRfiuiN  AND  IffilABERS 
of  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TORPOINT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  Torpolnt  for  1945, 

The  live  hirth  rate  ofthe  District  ia  18,25  as  compared  with 
16.10  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  dAath  rate  of  the  District  is  10.76  as  compared  with  11.40 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  mortality  rate  is  much  lower  thatif  that  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  during  the  war  period 
remained  remarkably  good  In  spite  of  the  strains  to  which  the 
population  was  subjected.  There  was  a  marked  freedom  from  epidemics. 

The  response  to  the  campaign  for  diphtheria  Immunization  has 
been  very  gratifying.  In  the  age  group  5-15  the  percentage  of  those 
who  have  received  the  usual  two  Injections  Is  95.  In  the  pre-school 
group  1-5  only  33  children  did  not  receive  the  Injections. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A,  Llewellyn  Davies. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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stati&tics  nm  social  gowditions  of  the  area. 


Area  (in  acres)  1324. 

Population  at  1931  census  -  3971. 

Reglstrar-leneral ’ s  estimate  of  resident  population  -  3660. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  -  880. 

Rateable  value  -  £  32,989. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  -  £  130. 

Social  conditions,  chief  occupations  of  the  Inhabitants,  and 
the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  the  public 
health  -  no  change. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  '>h.e  year;-' 


Total . 

Live  births  -  Legitimate  67. 

Illegitimate  6. 


h.  F.  ) 

) 

33.  34.  ) 

3.  3.  ) 


Still  births  -  Legitimate  1. 
Illegitimate 


1.  ) 

-  ) 

) 


Deaths 


) 

43.  24  19.  ) 

) 

) 


Deaths  from  diseases  and 
accidents  of  Pregnancy 
and  Childbirth. 


)  From  sepsis 

) 

)  From  other  causes 


birth  rate  per 
thousand  of  the 
estimated  resident 
population  -*  18.25 

rate  per  thou  sand 
total  (live  and 
st'Lll-blrths )  -  .007 

death  rate  per 
thousand  of  the 
estimated  resident 
population  -  10.75 


1- 

Nll. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  27  (as  compared  with  46  for  England 

and  Wales) . 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1945  in  the  District,  7  males 
and  2  females. 
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GENERkL  provision  of  health  services  for  the  area. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  or 
by  the  County  Council 

A,  (1)  Fever.  Treated  at  Swllly  Isolation  Hospital. 

(2)  Smallpox,  In  the  event  of  any  cases  arising,  they  would 

be  dealt  with  at  Swllly  Hospital. 

E.  (1)  Tuberculosis.  All  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  dealt  with 

by  the  County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity,  romllicary  cases  are  supplied  with  the 

services  of  a  Certified  Midwife. 

Institutional  normal  cases  are  accommodated 
at  Polwelean,  Looe.  Abnormal  and  operative 
cases  at  the  City  Hospital,  Plymouth,  In 
conjunction  with  the  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Fc^cllitles  -  The  St  John's  Ambulance  maintains  an 
Ambulance,  with  a  full-time  driver. 

There  is  no  Maternity  and  Child  i/rfelfare  Centre,  lay  Nursery, 
School  Clinic,  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  or  Artificial  Light  Clinic 
available  in  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  Treatment  centres  are  at  Llskeard, 
and  once  mionthly  at  Beaumnnt  House,  Plymouth. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  -  The  Torpoint  and  District  Nursing 
Association  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Midwives  -  Torpoint  and  District  Nursing  Association  is  aided 
by  grants  from  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  employs  a  midwife. 

Maternity  and.  Nursing  Homes  -  The  County  Council  is  the 
Supervising  Authority  under  Acts  relating  to  the  registration 
of  I'Aaternity  and  other  Nursing  Homes. 

Infectious  Diseases  -  The  Council  have  an  agreement  with 
Plymouth  Corporation  for  accommodation  to  be  avails'*  le  at 
Swllly  Isolation  Hospital. 


The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  A.  Llewellyn  Davies,  Ivl.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P,,  of  2  Carlton  Villas, 
Torpoint.  (Part  time  only). 

Sanitary  Inspector  Wilson  .Hogarth,  M.R.San.I., 

C.S.I.-.,  L.F.S.  Also  Surve.or 
and  Water  Engineer. 

9,  Montpelier  Terrace,  Torpoint. 
Also  Council  Offices,  York  Road, 
Torpoint.  (Part  time  only). 


sanitary  CIRCUlViSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


(«•)  tvater  Supplies.  The  water  supplies  to  the  town,  also  to 

i'i* ‘o.  Defiance,  Trevol  Rifle  Range,  Thanckes  Oil  Tanks 
anci  the  village  of  Wllcove  are  from  two  Upland  reservoirs 
situated  at  Crafthole  and  Sglaroose,  six  and  eight  miles 
from  Torpolnt  respectively.  Kgiaroose  reservoir  is  fed 
hy  hill  streams  which  are  carefully  scrutinised  in  order 
to  prevent  pollution  from  farm  land  higher  up  in  the 
vallles.  Crafthole  reservoir  is  fed  from  deep  springs 
which  provide  a  fairly  constant  source  of  supply  throughout 
the  year,  but  which  are  inadequate  .fhr  the  total  present- 
day  requirements  of  the  area.  The  total  supply  however 
from  both  sources  is  adequate  except  for  seasons  of 
exceptional  drought  and  through  1945,  steady  supplies  were 
maintained,  though  it  was  necessary  to  shut  off  during 
the  night  hours  for  a  short  period.  Purification  is  by 
slow  sand  filtration  and  chlorination,  which  is 
regularly  maintained.  Check  water  sampling  was  carried 
out  periodically, 

(b)  Drainage  and  Se^verage.  The  sewerage  systems  of  the  toin^n 

worked  0 rrlc lent ly  during  the  whole  year  and  there  is  no 
special  Incident  to  report.  Disposal  is  by  direct 
discharge  to  the  sea  at  three  outfalls. 

(c)  Refuse  Disposal.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  Mill 

Field  approximately  one  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
and  a  regular  weekly  collection  from  all  premises  is  made, 

(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  This  was  practically  at  a 

standstill  during  1945  owing  to  the  unfortunate  illness 
of  the  only  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was  absent  from  duty 
during  the  whole  of  this  yeay  but  in  the  month  of 
September  the  Council  took  steps  to  remedy  this  state  of 
affairs  by  appointing  a  temporary  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
took  up  his  duties  in  December  after  temporary  housing 
accommodation  had  been  found  for  him, 

(e)  Housing.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is 

also  Surveyor  and  V/ater  Engineer,  Immediate  action  was 
taken  by  the  Council  to  set  on  foot  the  layout  of  the 
Mt.  Edgeumbe  Estate  adjoining  Mt.  Edgeumbe  Terrace,  for 
the  erection  of  fifty  prefabricated  temporary  bungalows 
of  the  Arcon  type,  and  during  the  second  week  in  December 
the  site  Contractor  commenced  operations  on  the  site  which 
contained  a  large  number  of  allotments.  The  valuation 
of  the  standing  cropt  in  these  allotments  was  carried  out 
on  Christmas  Day  in  order  to  expedite  matters  and  find  a 
satisfactory  basis  of  compensation  for  allotment  holders. 

(f)  Factories  and  vV or k shops.  No  complaints  arose  during  the  year 

in  connection  with  these,  though  no  regular  inspections 
were  made 

(g)  Food  Premises .  The  same  applies  to  these  as  applies  to 

Ractories  and  Viorkahops. 
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PRE'VkL^HCE  of  kInID  control  OVruR  INFECTIOUS  nND  OTnER  DISE^iSES. 


general. 


There  were  83  cases  of  Infectious  disease  notified  in  1945, 
of  which  63  cases  were  i'/ieasles.  There  was  one  death  from 
Pneumonia, 

No  diagnostic  tests  for  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  were 
carried  out.  No  hloOd  tests  were  made,  and  no  sputum  sent 
for  exami'jation. 

Cases  of  venereal  disease  are  sent  to  the  City  Hospital, 
Plymouth,  for  consultation  and  treatment. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  -  the  majority  of  children 
are  Immunized  at  1  yr. 

No  persons  presented  themselves  or  were  sent  fop  Smallpox 
Vaccinations, 


Table  i. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Gases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Cerehro-Spinal 

Fever. 

2 

2 

mm 

Measles . 

63 

- 

- 

Diphtheria, 

1 

1 

pm 

vVhooplng  Cough. 

11 

- 

- 

Pneumonia. 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas, 

4 

- 

- 

TAB 

L  E  2. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES 

AND  MORTALITY. 

Age  New  Cases 

Period.  Male  Female. 

Total. 

Deaths . 

Male  Female 

Total 

10-15  1 

20-25 

1 

1 

1 

i 


i 
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TABLE  3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1945 


Causes  of  Death 


M 


P 


1.  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid 

2.  Cerehro-splnal  Pev-_3r. 

3.  Scarlet  Fever. 

4.  Whooping  Cough. 

5.  Diphtheria, 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases. 

9.  Influenza, 

10.  Measles. 

11.  Acute  Pollo-myelltls  and  Polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  inf,  encephalitis. 

13.  Cancer  of  bu.al  cavity  and  oesophagus. 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum, 

15.  Cancer  of  breast. 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites, 

17.  Diabetes, 

18.  Intra-cranlal  vascular  lesions. 

19.  Heart  Diseases. 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis. 

22.  Pneumonia. 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases. 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years. 

26.  Appendicitis, 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases. 

£8,  Nephritis, 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis. 

30,  Other  maternal  causes. 

31.  Premature  Birth. 

32,  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury. 

53,  Suicide, 

34,  Road  traffic  accidents. 

35,  Other  violent  causes. 

36,  All  other  causes. 


ALL  CAUSES 

nmm  . .  ■ 


General  Register  Office 
(Statistical  Branch), 
Somerset  House, 

Strand,  W,C.2. 
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TABLE 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AMD  ANALYSIS  OP  MORTALITY,  194S 


■>  - . . 

England 

126  C.Bs. 

48  smaller 

and 

and  great 

towns,  res. 

London. 

wales . 

towns  incl. 

population 

London. 

25-50,000. 

Rates  p 

er  1000  Civil 

Ian  Population. 

Live  Births. 

16.1 

19.1 

19.2 

15.7 

Still  Births. 

0.46 

0.58 

C,53 

C.4C 

Deaths. 

All  causes. 

11,4 

13.5 

12  .3 

13.8 

Typhoid  and 

Para- typhoid. 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

l^yhooping  Cough. 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

Diphtheria. 

0,02 

0.02 

0 .  G1 

0.01 

Influenza. 

0.08 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Meatilea 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0,01 

Rates  p( 

3r  1000  Live  ] 

3irths . 

Deaths  under  1 

year  of  age 

46 

54 

43 

53 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  age. 

5.8 

7.8 

4.5 

7,6 

General  Register  Off*lce, 
Somerset  House, 

Strand,  V/.C.2. 
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